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Messenger 

Its’ hard to believe the weather that Minnesota 
has experienced lately, from April snowfalls, 
temps of 40 degrees on May 21st to almost 90 
degree temperatures just recently. But don’t 
worry, if you don’t like the weather just wait a 
few minutes and it will change.   
As many of you know I was asked by our  
 

Conference Superintendent why I had never taken a renewal leave.  I didn’t have a good answer 
to that – there always seemed to be so much going on at the churches I served there never was a 
good time to do it. She recommended that I take one this summer. So I will be on renewal leave 
the month of June. I have some trips planned and activities with my High School girlfriends, 
attending theater events, and just relaxing.  
 

Elsewhere in this newsletter is a listing of who will be our guest preachers each Sunday and the 
names and phone numbers of the pastors who will be covering pastoral care while I’m gone.  I 
want you to know you can always call me in an emergency and keep me informed of what’s 
happening with you or your loved ones. My cell phone number is 763-742-4241. 
 

The Vergas Church has two wonderful opportunities for outreach in July.  We will be handing 
out ice cream treats at the beach at Long Lake on Thursday July 9th to all the classes of children 
taking swimming lessons that week.  We need volunteers to hand out the treats and there will be a 
sign up sheet for 2 people to cover a 2 hour shift July 9th. 
 

We will also be serving a free picnic meal on July 16th at one of the Music Nights on main street.  
There will be a sign up sheet for this event as well. Many helpers will make the event easier and 
go more smoothly.  Please prayerfully consider signing up to help with one or both of these 
opportunities for outreach and to show our love and support for our community. 
 

Finally, as we enjoy all that God’s creation has to offer in the summer, I encourage each of us to 
not let things crowd Jesus and church out of our lives.  Though we take vacation from work and 
routine – do we really want to take a vacation from our spiritual lives and the One who gives us 
life?  Make a point to worship this summer, whether it is here at Dent & Vergas UMC’s or 
somewhere else; while vacationing or just visiting different churches or denominations to see 
what’s happening in other parts of the Christian world. 
 

Blessings and See You in Church! 
Pastor Joyce <>< 

dentvergasumc.org


6/7  “Things Jesus Did” Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26   

 Rev. C. (Chip) M. Nielsen, Guest Pastor  

Hymns:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty; God of Grace 

and God of Glory; I Come with Joy vs. 1-4; After 

Communion vs. 5 

6/14 “EPOCH Apostles” Matthew 9:35-38 NRSVUE 

Darlene Holtz ~Dent     Tonya Johnson ~Vergas 

Hymns: Forward Through the Ages; For the Beauty of the Earth; Here I Am, Lord 

6/21 “Crisis in the Home of Abraham & Sarah” Genesis 21:8-21 NRSVUE 

Pam Cook, Guest Lay Speaker 

Hymns: Amazing Grace; It is well with my Soul; Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

6/28 “Those Who Are Loved” John 15:9-17 NRSVUE  

Rev. John Roberts, Guest Pastor 

Hymns: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling; How Can We Name a Love; Gift of 

Love  

Pastor Joyce will be on Renewal Leave the month of June 

2026. The District Superintendent recommended she take 

this time for refreshment, re-energizing, and renewal as she 

has never taken a renewal leave in her 25+ years of 

ministry. Preachers/lay people to take the worship services are still being worked out at this 

time, a full listing will be in the June Newsletter. 
 

Pastoral Care:  

 June 1-15th will be covered by Rev. Chip Nielsen 218-606-0306. He will also preach 

 June 7th and preside over communion. 

 June 16th – 30th will be covered by Pastor Lisa Braun 218-841-6504. She will be at  

 annual Conference June 16th – 18th in St. Cloud, but is still available to travel back for 

 care and emergencies during that time. 

Preaching in June 2026 

June 07  -  Rev. Chip Nielsen 

June 14 – Darlene Holtz, Tonya 

Johnson 

June 21 – Pam Cook, Lay 

Speaker 

June 28 – Rev. John Roberts 

 

Pastoral Care 

June 1st – 15th Rev.  

Chip Nielsen 218-606-0306 

 

June 16th – July 3rd  

Lisa Braun 218-841-6504 

 

Pastor Joyce 763-742-4241 



We will  be blessing the City of Vergas by 

inviting folks to a free meal during the 

Thursday music night on Main Street. The 

plan is to provide a meal while listening to 

great music. 

We will need a variety of help: Cooking, 

moving tables, greeting people, talking with 

them and sharing info about our church, 

and of course many other jobs. A sign up 

sheet will be available or talk to any Ad 

Council member to volunteer. 

Members of Vergas UMC are going to meet at the 

public beach on Thursday, July 9th. The purpose is to 

go beyond our church doors to meet people and 

bless whomever is present with ice cream treats. 
 

Volunteer time to hand out treats would be greatly 

appreciated. A sign up sheet will be available or talk 

to any Ad Council member to volunteer. 

                                                       SAVE THESE DATES AND INFORMATION! 

  July 20-23, 5:30 - 7:45 p.m.  

Supper will be served each night. For ages  4 - 5th grade.  Middle 

schoolers & High schoolers are welcome to be Junior Helpers. 
 

Embark on an exciting journey with Road Trip VBS: On the Road with 

God. This year's VBS is based on Joshua 1:9 – "The LORD your God is 

with you wherever you go." Discover God's presence everywhere as 

we explore new places, make new friends, and experience God's 

goodness together. 
 

Join us in a fun-filled adventure on the open road, taking all the kids (Travelers) on 

thrilling journeys to exciting destinations. Led by the Navigator and an adventurous 

puppet Scout, kids will learn that God is always with them. Through engaging stories from 

the Navigators' Guide (the Bible), Travelers will delve into timeless tales of faith from the 

Old and New Testaments. Get ready for twists, turns, and excitement as they face new 

challenges and find strength in God's presence on this unforgettable trip! 
 

We will be needing many volunteers for VBS team: Leaders for classes, art and music, 

kitchen for serving and clean up and playtime supervision. There will be a sign up sheet 

the first Sunday in July, so please think about volunteering and where you might fit in. 



Starting at 6:30 – Otter Tail County 

Fairgrounds. Come out & support the Vergas 

Looney’s Team which includes Bev Flateland 

& Jane Wasvick.  There are many booths with 

food & items to purchase – all of which 

support cancer research. 

Relay For Life is more than a walk – it’s a 

chance to come together in your local 

community to celebrate cancer survivors, 

remember loved ones lost, and fight back 

against every cancer as we come together for 

every life. Be a part of the global community 

of passionate supporters working to help end 

cancer as we know it, for everyone. 

The Luminaria Ceremony is a signature element 

of every Relay For Life event. At nightfall, these 

homemade paper lanterns, decorated with the 

names of loved ones, are lit in honor and in 

memory of a life touched by cancer. The ceremony 

includes a moment of silence for those we have 

lost. When you make a donation for a Luminaria, 

you are honoring a loved one while helping the 

American Cancer Society continue to fight cancer 

on all fronts. 

They did a great job with 
cleaning up the church 
grounds and cleaning 
ditches with the Men’s 
group. 
 
Local mission dollars of 
$300 for the month of 
April was donated to the 
Vergas-Frazee School for 
the “Day of Caring”  Helpers from Frazee School’s Day of Caring.  



Meets at The Doug Out 
 9am on the first 

Wednesday of the 

Dent Breakfast Club 

The Vergas Church Ladies 
 

 

Next Meeting    
Tues, June 9th 12:30pm 
at the Perham Golf Course 

 

“Home of the American Circus” 
by Allison Larkin 

Wed. June 17th 

Dent 3pm 

Vergas 
6:30pm 

 

  Our next meeting 
will be June 16th, 

12:30pm at the 
church & Jane 

Wasvick will serve 

The Church Ladies met in May and 
decided to organize the storage room at 
the June meeting.  Items will be taken 

to the big room downstairs and people can look through 
them and see if things are needed and used.  The 
remainder of items will be put on the Rummage Sale in 
July.  Hopefully the storage room will be easier to use 
and more organized! 
All ideas and new members are always welcome! 



  
 
 
 

June Fellowship 

07 Darlene & Austin H 

14 Peggy Meissner 

21 Lisa Wrabek 

28 Ivy & Rob M. 

  

June Liturgist 

Michelle S. 

 
May 

Vergas 

Liturgist 

Vergas Ushers Fellowship 

07 Carla R David & Carla R.  

14 Tonya J. Faye & Tonya  

21 Rick N. Rick & Margy N. Father’s Day 

28 Bev F.   

  Communion Setup ~ Diane Menz 

If you are unable to be 
there on a Sunday, please find a 

substitute to fill in for you. Thank You! 

June Ushers 

Rob & Ivy M. 

 Dent Birthdays 
   June   6th Carolann Garber 
   June 10th Rob Mickelson 
   June 16th Joanne Stiras 
   June 27th Bob Belsly     

Vergas members 
 

June 5th    Ken & Doreen Schwarzrock  
June 6th    Jim & Melanie Hoffmann 
June 28th    Chuck & Kathy Hillstrom 
June 30th    Tonya & Mark Johnson 

Vergas Birthdays 
 

   May   5th Pastor Joyce 
   May   9th Doreen Schwarzrock 



Church Missions 

Vergas Local Outreach 

April / May / June 
Vergas Mission of the Quarter  -  Relay for Life 

Dent Mission of the Quarter ~ UMCOR 

The Mission of the Quarter is UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee 

on Relief/  UMCOR works all over the world but does significant work in 

the United States.  U.S. Disaster Response (UMCOR USDR) seeks to 

alleviate suffering caused by disasters that strike within the United States 

and its territories. 

With a “communities own their recoveries” philosophy, UMCOR supports local efforts to 

accomplish immediate relief and long-term recovery while providing for volunteers to offer 

compassionate ministry in the aftermath of disasters. 

Thank you for your 

continued support 

The local mission dollars for May was sent to the Pelican Rapids Meals on Wheels as they 
are having a tough time.  June and July dollars will be used for Ice Cream in the park and 
our Community Dinner on July 16th. 
 

Remember that the budget allows $200 a month for the quarterly mission and $300 a month 
for local missions.  Mission dollars added by the congregation goes toward the quarterly 
mission.  Please let the Ad Council know of any local needs.  Thank you for your continued 
support of missions. 

 1
st
 Quarter, The church sent $806 to UMCOR for the first quarter Mission giving.  

 
 

2
nd

 Quarter will be sent to Relay for Life, which goes to American Cancer 
Society.  The Vergas Looneys will be part of the Heart of the Lakes Relay for 
Life in Perham on July 10th.  This  is a fun event, come for a while, take 
advantage of the good food for sale, and walk a few laps for Cancer.  There is 
also a Silent Auction to benefit American Cancer Society.  



Click on the icon or link to go to the site 

“Worship Times” 
Dent UMC 

8:30am Pre Fellowship 
9am Worship Service  

Vergas UMC  
9:30am Adult Sunday School (Sep thru May) 

10:30am Worship Service 
11:30am Coffee Fellowship 

Livestream Service begins at 10:30am on the Vergas Facebook page 
 

 
Recorded Service will be posted on YouTube and dentvergasumc.org  

Are there things you would like to see each month in your newsletter?  Would you like to write an 
article? Submit photographs? Share a recipe? Please let us know and we will do our best to include 
it here. Also, If you want your Newsletter delivered by email.  Please let Sheri Schoenberger know at 
sheri.Lschoenberger@gmail.com or call her at 218-329-7465 

Additions to the newsletter, deadline for July is June 26, 2026. 

We will be sending out the newsletter on the first or second Sunday of each month, if possible. 
To defray costs the newsletter will be offered in the following formats: 
 
Email - Website -  In person pick up at church - 1st or 2nd Sunday of the month. 
US Mail - Remaining newsletters will be mailed on the 1st or 2nd Monday of the month. 

Church Secretary / Newsletter editor 
Sheri Schoenberger 
Phone or text: 218-329-7465 
email: sheri.lschoenberger@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064841915154
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBWCwFTfI4OTKh04i0GeLzfkJSkk1kMQ5
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064841915154
http://www.dentvergasumc.org
mailto:sheri.lschoenberger@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

 

13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 

 

29 30 1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 

 

9 10 11 

Pastor Joyce is 
on Renewal 
leave for the 

month of June 

Jim & Melanie H. 
(V) 

Carolann G.  

Bob B. (D) 

9am Dent 
Breakfast Club  

Ad Council  
 

3pm Dent 
 
 

6:30pm Vergas  

9am Dent 
Breakfast Club 
The Doug Out  

12:30 pm 
Church Ladies  

8am until sold out 
Frazee-Vergas  
Ag. in Ireland 

French Fry Sale 

Doreen S (V) 

Joanne S. (D) 

Pastor Joyce 
(D/V) 

Rob M.  (D) 

12:30pm 
Book Club at 
Perham Golf 

Course 

Ken & Doreen S 
(V) 

12:30pm 
Book Club 

Chuck & Kathy H. 
(V) 

Tonya & Mark J. 
(V) 

11:30am - 1pm  
5 - 6:30pm 

Sacred Heart 
Christian Mothers 

Luncheon 



Ad Council Minutes Vergas United Methodist Church 
May 20, 2026, at Church 

 

Present: Jane Wasvick, Faye Courneya, Joyce Slostad, Doreen Schwarzrock, Renee Sonnenberg 
and David Reiten 
 

Joyce shared a prayer. 
Doreen called the meeting to order. 
 

Sheri was on vacation, but attendance has been steady. 
 

The minutes were approved as sent out without changes to the dates for community dinner. 
 

Financial report: 
Faye reported that the Hoffman’s returned the money to the church which was sent for snow 
removal. David moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Renee and approved 
pending audit. 
Trustee: 

• David reported that the office lights were fixed, but there is a problem that it seems that 
they are connected to the outside light so currently the outside light is not functioning.  
David will follow up with an electrician to see what needs to be done. 

• Tonya will give David a name of a contact to add gutters to prevent water getting into the 
foundation. 

• The Little Library was fixed. 
• The Day of Caring went well with about 20 kids and 2 hours of work, the church yard 

and ditches were cleaned. 
 
Pastor: 

• Joyce completed Pastor fill for while she is gone during June.  She made up slips to hand 
out giving the contact information for the coverage while she is gone.  She will still be 
available by phone. 

• Joyce and Sheri applied for a grant to assist with paying the guest pastors and received 
half the cost.  She suggested looking into what other grants are available. 

• We will do ice cream in the park following swimming lessons Thursday, July 9th, there 
are 4 classes so coverage will be needed much of the day.  A sign-up sheet will be 
available.  A request for donations will also be made. 

• The church will do the food truck for July 16th for the Thursday event in Vergas in the 
evening.  A sign-up sheet will be developed for this as well. 

Mission: 
• The current quarter mission is Relay for Life, Vergas Looneys. 
• The local Mission for May will send $300 to the Pelican Meals on Wheels program as 

they are in need. 
• June and July dollars will be used for Ice cream treats, community Dinner, and VBS 

food. 
 
 
 



Miscellaneous Agenda Items: 
• Looney Days will be July 31 to August 2.  Jane will send information to Sheri Hanson to 

get the church schedule on the fliers. 
• Faye wondered if we purchased gravel for the entrance to the parking lot if we could ask 

the city to smooth it out.  Faye will follow up. 
• Faye suggested selling the couch at the Rummage Sale and replacing with two more 

gliders, Jane will check in Detroit Lakes to see what is available. 
• There has been a problem with communion stewards signing up for a Sunday.  Jane will 

be responsible in August and it will be in the bulletin to ask for volunteers. 
• Jane reported that the Church Ladies are going to attempt to clear out the storage room.  

All items will be moved into the big room; people will have an opportunity to claim any 
items that belong to them and the rest will be discarded or sold at the Rummage Sale. 

 

Pastor Joyce adjourned the meeting with the membership sharing what they are grateful for. 
 
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 pm on June 17th at the church. 


