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Messenger 

Hard to believe July is almost here.  It felt like 

the hotter days of summer would never 

arrive, but the rains and sunshine have now 

made everything green and warm.  The 

herbs I have growing in planters on my 

balcony are doing well.  I’ve enjoyed chives and basil for cooking and 

peppermint in refreshing citrus beverages. 
 

As we enjoy all that God’s creation has to offer in the summer, I encourage each 

of us to not let things crowd Jesus and church out of our lives.  Though we take 

vacation from work and routine – do we really want to take a vacation from our 

spiritual lives and the One who gives us life?  Make a point to worship this summer, 

whether it is at Dent or Vergas UMC’s or somewhere else; while vacationing or just 

visiting different churches or denominations to see what’s happening in other 

parts of the Christian world. 
 

The Vergas Church has two wonderful opportunities for outreach in July.  We will 

be handing out ice cream treats at the beach at Long Lake on Thursday July 9th 

to all the classes of children taking swimming lessons that week.  We need 

volunteers to hand out the treats and there will be a sign up sheet for 2 people to 

cover a 2 hour shift on July 9th. 
 

We will also be serving free picnic meal on July 16th at one of the Music Nights on 

main street.  There will be a sign up sheet for this event as well. Many helpers will 

make the event easier and go more smoothly.  Please prayerfully consider signing 

up to help with one or both of these opportunities for outreach and to show our 

love and support for our community. I invite the Dent UMC folks to come over to 

enjoy the music & food as well. 
 

Blessings and See You in Church! 

Pastor Joyce <>< 

dentvergasumc.org


Starting at 6:30 – Otter Tail County 

Fairgrounds. Come out & support the Vergas 

Looney’s Team which includes Bev Flateland 

& Jane Wasvick.  There are many booths with 

food & items to purchase – all of which 

support cancer research. 

Relay For Life is more than a walk – it’s a 

chance to come together in your local 

community to celebrate cancer survivors, 

remember loved ones lost, and fight back 

against every cancer as we come together for 

every life. Be a part of the global community of 

passionate supporters working to help end 

cancer as we know it, for everyone. 

The Luminaria Ceremony is a signature element 

of every Relay For Life event. At nightfall, these 

homemade paper lanterns, decorated with the 

names of loved ones, are lit in honor and in 

memory of a life touched by cancer. The ceremony 

includes a moment of silence for those we have 

lost. When you make a donation for a Luminaria, 

you are honoring a loved one while helping the 

American Cancer Society continue to fight cancer 

on all fronts. 

We will  be blessing the City of Vergas by 

inviting folks to a free meal during the 

Thursday music night on Main Street. The 

plan is to provide a meal while listening to 

great music. 

We will need a variety of help: Cooking, 

moving tables, greeting people, talking with 

them and sharing info about our church, 

and of course many other jobs. A sign up 

sheet will be available or talk to any Ad 

Council member to volunteer. 

Members of Vergas UMC are going to meet at the public 

beach on Thursday, July 9th from 9:30am - 4:30pm, during 

swimming lessons. The purpose is to go beyond our church 

doors to meet people and bless whomever is present with 

ice cream treats. 
 

Volunteer time to hand out treats would be greatly 

appreciated. A sign up sheet will be available or talk to any 

Ad Council member to volunteer. 



Don’t forget as you are cleaning out places and spaces in 

your home or garage to save your in good shape items for the 

Church Ladies Annual Rummage Sale during Looney Days, 

July 31st - August 1st this year.  They take all items, except: 

clothes, computers & T.V.’s.  Please don’t bring your donations 

to church any earlier than Sunday July 26th (due to VBS 

happening) and donations are accepted through Thursday 

July 30th, in the morning – we will be setting the sale up Thursday morning. Individually 

bagged snacks are also something we will be offering for a free will donation – think what 

you could make to contribute to this effort. I.e. giant cookies individually bagged, sweet 

and/or savory snack mix, popcorn, etc. 

                                                       SAVE THESE DATES AND INFORMATION! 

  July 20-23, 5:30 - 7:45 p.m.  

Supper will be served each night. For ages  4 - 5th grade.  Middle 

schoolers & High schoolers are welcome to be Junior Helpers. 
 

Embark on an exciting journey with Road Trip VBS: On the Road with 

God. This year's VBS is based on Joshua 1:9 – "The LORD your God is 

with you wherever you go." Discover God's presence everywhere as 

we explore new places, make new friends, and experience God's 

goodness together. 
 

Join us in a fun-filled adventure on the open road, taking all the kids (Travelers) on thrilling 

journeys to exciting destinations. Led by the Navigator and an adventurous puppet 

Scout, kids will learn that God is always with them. Through engaging stories from the 

Navigators' Guide (the Bible), Travelers will delve into timeless tales of faith from the Old 

and New Testaments. Get ready for twists, turns, and excitement as they face new 

challenges and find strength in God's presence on this unforgettable trip! 
 

We will be needing many volunteers for VBS team: Leaders for classes, art and music, 

kitchen for serving and clean up and playtime supervision. There will be a sign up sheet 

the first Sunday in July, so please think about volunteering and where you might fit in. 

or register on our webpage at https://vbsmate.com/DentVergasVbs  



Meets at The Doug Out 
 9am on the first 

Wednesday of the 

Dent Breakfast Club 

The Vergas Church Ladies 
 

 
 

Next Meeting    
Tues, July 7th 12:30pm 

at the Perham Golf Course again, 
 

Book: 

“Theo of Golden” 
by Allen Levi 

Wed. July 15th 

Dent 3pm 

Vergas 
6:30pm 

 

  Our next meeting 
will be July 14th, 

12:30pm 
at the church 

The Church Ladies met in June and  
organized the storage room. Items were 
taken to the big room downstairs and 

people can look through them and see if things are 
needed and used.  The remainder of items will be put on 
the Rummage Sale in July.  Hopefully the storage room 
will be easier to use and more organized! 
All ideas and new members are always welcome! 



  
 
 
 

July Fellowship 

05 Carolann & Don G 

12 Gretchen & Roger D 

19 Toni & Lowell L 

26 Ellie Lodin 

  

June Liturgist 

Tyrell Stanbrough 

 
July 

Vergas 

Liturgist 

Vergas Ushers Fellowship 

05 Bev F Faye C  

12 Bev F. Byron & Connie Connie Z. 

19 Lana J. NEEDED  

26 Carla R. David & Carla  

  Communion Setup ~ Diane Menz 

If you are unable to be 
there on a Sunday, please find a 

substitute to fill in for you. Thank You! 

July Ushers 

Austin & Darlene H. 

 Dent Birthdays 
   July   4th Lowell Larson 
   July   5th Myron Steinhofer 
   July   6th Dorothy Wood 
   July 15th Nancy Hovey 

Vergas Birthdays 
 

   July   2nd Jim Scheer 
   July   16th David Martinson 
   July 22nd Wayne Bancroft 
   July 23rd Zoie Zitzow 
   July 27th Bryan Giese 
   July 28th Alwyn Martinson 



Church Missions 

Vergas Local Outreach 

July / August / September 

Vergas Mission of the Quarter  

Dent Mission of the Quarter ~ Rudolph’s Closet 

This is a wonderful and special event that Dent holds every 
year. The community children are invited to come and shop 
for gifts for Christmas for their family members. They will be 
assisted with shopping, all gifts will be wrapped and 
refreshments are served.  
 

The event is from 9 am to 12 noon on the 2nd Saturday in 
December. Same day as Dent’s Santa Day. 
 

Dent UMC will be collecting donations and money to 
help put this event together 

Thank you for your 

continued support 

The local mission dollars July dollars will be used for Ice Cream in the park and our 
Community Dinner on July 16th. 
 

Remember that the budget allows $200 a month for the quarterly mission and $300 a month 
for local missions.  Mission dollars added by the congregation goes toward the quarterly 
mission.   
 

Please let the Ad Council know of any local needs.  Thank you for your continued support 
of missions. 

3rd Quarter ~ Lend a Hand Up helps people through life’s hardest moments by nurturing 

connection through community support. Whether it’s helping organize a benefit or 

boosting an online fundraiser, they are there to remind people they don’t have to face 

hardships alone. 



Click on the icon or link to go to the site 

“Worship Times” 
Dent UMC 

8:30am Pre Fellowship 
9am Worship Service  

Vergas UMC  
9:30am Adult Sunday School (Sep thru May) 

10:30am Worship Service 
11:30am Coffee Fellowship 

Livestream Service begins at 10:30am on the Vergas Facebook page 
 

 
Recorded Service will be posted on YouTube and dentvergasumc.org  

Are there things you would like to see each month in your newsletter?  Would you like to write an 
article? Submit photographs? Share a recipe? Please let us know and we will do our best to include 
it here. Also, If you want your Newsletter delivered by email.  Please let Sheri Schoenberger know at 
sheri.Lschoenberger@gmail.com or call her at 218-329-7465 

Additions to the newsletter, deadline for August is July 26, 2026. 

We will be sending out the newsletter on the first or second Sunday of each month, if possible. 
To defray costs the newsletter will be offered in the following formats: 
 
Email - Website -  In person pick up at church - 1st or 2nd Sunday of the month. 
US Mail - Remaining newsletters will be mailed on the 1st or 2nd Monday of the month. 

Church Secretary / Newsletter editor 
Sheri Schoenberger 
Phone or text: 218-329-7465 
email: sheri.lschoenberger@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064841915154
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBWCwFTfI4OTKh04i0GeLzfkJSkk1kMQ5
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064841915154
http://www.dentvergasumc.org
mailto:sheri.lschoenberger@gmail.com




DENT UMC LEADERSHIP TEAM  
June 24, 2026 

 
The regular meeting of the DUMC Leadership Team was held on Wednesday at 3:00 at the church.  Members 
present were Austin Holtz, Karen Johnson, Lyndon Maasjo, Peggy Meissner, and Ivy Mickelson. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Lyndon called the meeting to order and opened with a scripture and prayer. 
 
MINUTES: Minutes from last meeting were reviewed and Ivy made a motion to approve as written with a 
second from Karen. 
 
FINANCE: Finance report from last month was reviewed and Ivy said that $5000 has been withdrawn from 
savings thru May.  Financial appeal letters have been sent out notifying members of the shortage. Karen said 
that there have been some responses from them. Austin made a motion to approve the report subject to 
audit and Karen seconded, motion passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: A new microphone has been purchased for the Pastor.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: The bake sale for Dent Corn Daze will be located in the Community Center again this year on 
August 15. A discussion about the parade was tabled for the next meeting. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Joyce will return from her renewal leave on July 5. 
  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES: The address numbers of the church have been put on the outside of the building. The 
defibulator has been installed.  
 
NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT: Next scheduled meeting will be July 15. Meeting adjourned. 
  



Ad Council Minutes Vergas United Methodist Church 
June 17, 2026, at Church 

 
Present: Jane Wasvick, Faye Courneya, Doreen Schwarzrock, Sheri Schoenberger, Tonya 
Johnson, Renee Sonnenberg and David Reiten 
 
Doreen shared a prayer and called the meeting to order. 
 

Sheri reported that attendance has been steady. Several visitors were present this week. 
 

Secretary Report: The minutes were approved as sent out. 
 

Financial report: 
Faye distributed the Treasurer’s report with no note changes or questions. 
Tonya moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by David and approved 
pending audit. 
 

Trustee: 
• David will follow up with an electrician to see what needs to be done to fix the 

problem with the lights.  
• David will follow up with the gutter people to get that fixed. 

 
 

Pastor: 
Joyce was gone due to sabbatical. 
 

Mission: 
• The current quarter mission is Relay for Life, Vergas Looneys. 
• Faye shared a thank you from the Pelican Meals on Wheels program as they 

appreciated our help. 
• June and July dollars will be used for Ice cream treats, community Dinner, and 

VBS food. 
 

Miscellaneous Agenda Items: 
• Looney Days will be July 31 to August 2. 
• Faye talked about the purchase of gravel for the entrance to the parking lot; there 

was a suggestion to add different material so this will be tried. 
• Jane proposed barrel chairs to replace couch, approximately $400 apiece. 
• Jane reported that the Church Ladies cleared out the storage room.  All items were 

moved into the big room; people will have an opportunity to claim any items that 
belong to them and the rest will be discarded or sold at the Rummage Sale. 

• Discussed the dinner on July 16th.  Faye will order the Hot Dogs, Buns, Beans from 
the Mercantile and Tonya will purchase Chips, Water, Plates, condiments, and 
forks.  Jane will start cooking after Church Lady meeting.  Dinner is to be available 
between 5:30 and 7:30. We will need tables and extension cords hauled to the 
location downtown.  We will plan for 125 people.  We will ask for help from the 
congregation to cook, serve, set up and clean up. 



• Ice cream treats will be distributed on July 9.  There will be 4 shifts, and a sign-up 
sheet is available.  This will follow swimming lessons by the Loon.  Tonya will 
pick up ice cream treats. 

 
Doreen adjourned the meeting. 
 
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 pm on July 15th at the church. 




